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What is a County Committee?

 Authorized by
Congress in 1930s.

e Critical component
of the day-to-day
operations of FSA.

e Morethan 7,700
committee members
serve on more than
2,200 committees
nationwide.

sa.usda.gov


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The County Committees were originally authorized by Congress in the 1930s, to allow grassroots input and local administration of programs.

County Committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. Members vote to come to consensus on various items including yield determination for the county, the County Executive Director (CED) ratings and hiring, and approving producer applications when required for various Farm Programs.

More than 7,700 committee members serve on more than 2,200 committees nationwide.

Source: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Federal_Notices/countycomm_2012.pdf 

Photo source:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926150681/in/dateposted/ (woman with peaches)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926150809/in/dateposted/ (man with fruit on head)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926150761/in/dateposted/ (man holding up plants)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926156113/in/photostream/  (women in field on tractor and horse)
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Role of County Committee Members

« Help area
farmers,
ranchers and
foresters.

e Deliver
federal
programs
locally.

Farm
Service
Agency

f
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Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3865900196/in/dateposted/ (woman checking tomato)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3903034113/in/dateposted/ (people watching pigs)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6033120954/in/dateposted/ (buying at market)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6053939250/in/dateposted/ (farmer with goat)
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Why Are County Committees
Important?

Make Decisions on:
 Price support loans & payments
e Acreage verification
e Conservation programs

 Incentive, indemnity & disaster
payments

« Payment eligibility

Farm
Service
Agency
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Duties of the County Committee

e Inform farmers of the
purpose and provisions
of FSA programs.

 Keep the State FSA
Committee informed of

local administrative area
(LAA) conditions.

e Monitor changes in farm WEFRTPE ey
programs. Farm

Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo: Vincent J. Confreda, a member of the Kent County, Rhode Island, Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee, is part of Confreda Farms, one of the oldest and largest commercial vegetable farms in Rhode Island. Courtesy of Rhode Island FSA.
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Duties of the County Committee
Continued...

e Participate in monthly
meetings.

e Make recommendations
to State Committee on
existing programs.

e Ensure underserved
farmers and ranchers
are fairly represented.

Farm
Service
Agency

f
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Presentation Notes
Photo: Amy Miller of Wheatland, Wyoming, returned to her family’s ranch after receiving a degree in accounting from the University of Wyoming and spending time in Arizona as a loan officer. She uses her business skills to handle the bookwork for the ranch. She also serves on the Platte County FSA Committee. Photo courtesy of Amy Miller.
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Get Involved

USDA encourages all eligible farmers,
ranchers and foresters to participate in
the county committee election process.
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Presentation Notes
Photos: Left to Right:
Willie Scott Smith (left), member of the Greene County FSA Committee in Alabama, shows his pine tree operation to Alex Crawford (right), county executive director of the Greene and Sumter County FSA offices. Photo courtesy of Alabama FSA.

Terri Wilfert, a member of the Manitowac County, Wisconsin, Farm Service Agency Committee, and her husband, David, produce a variety of row crops, as well as carrots for processing and a variety of fresh market vegetables. Photo courtesy of Wisconsin FSA.

Maintaining the health and well-being of the cattle herd is one of roles fifth-generation farmer Miranda Sandoval fulfills on her family ranch. Sandoval is a member of the Conejos County FSA Committee. Photo courtesy of Miranda Sandoval.
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Who Serves on County Committees?

To hold office as a COC member or alternate, a
person must fulfill each requirement:

v'Be a producer with an interest in farming or
ranching operations

v'Participate or cooperate in any FSA program
provided for by law

v'Be a U.S. Citizen
v'Be of legal voting age
v'Meet the basic eligibility requirements

v'Reside in the county or multi-county
jurisdiction in which they will be serving. Farm

Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candidate.  Additionally, organizations representing underserved (minority and women) farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates.  Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the office that administers a producers’ farm records.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A.  The form includes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected.  This form is available at the FSA county office and online at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA county office by August 1, 2019.
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Committee Basics

e 3to 11 Members
e 3-year Terms

e Advisors appointed annually to represent
women and minority interests

Farm
Service
Agency

f
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Role of the Advisor

Officially appointed by the FSA state committee
based on county committee or community-based
organizations recommendations.

Appointed to county committees in counties or
multi-county jurisdictions that have significant
numbers of underserved producers, but lack such
members on FSA county committee.

Provide diverse viewpoints and represent the
Interests of underserved communities in the
decisions made by the County Committee.

Farm
Service

Agency

*Non-voting position :

sa.usda.gov
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This is a non-voting position.



How are Advisors Appointed?

 The Non-Voting Advisors get selected
by the State County Committee after the
County Committee sends up
recommendations.

 AVoting SDA Advisor is appointed by
the Secretary after USDA runs a report to
see which county needs an appointed
SDA after the regular election.

Farm
Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Nominate
\Vote
Inform others
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4863432063/in/dateposted/ (couple)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5746850679/in/dateposted/ (informing others)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6144162527/in/dateposted/ (handing forms)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/29971665344/in/dateposted/ (women at table)



USD United States

———= Department of
- Agriculture

OMB Expiration Date:

u [}
N O I I l I I l atl | l g FSA-669A (03-15-18) Page 2 Form Approved - OMB No. 05600220
0173112021

FSA-G69A US. DEPARTMENT OF AGR.IC ULTURE
(03-15-18) Fam Service Agens

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Prini Nominee's Full Name] TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

PY R l I n S | u n e :I 4 A u u St : I 4. INTIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED
2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE 5. COUNTY
= Lan STATE
3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION: 5. NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:
Theraby agree o have my name placed on the baliet, that I will sarve if 7 thiz nomination is by othar than alf, the following aligible voter or
elected, and if there is @ conflict of inserest,  will resign such position. representative of a community based organization hereby nominates the
afore-named parsan o be a candidata in the next County F54 Commitiea
:Ijmum:m wimess the serling af tied vetes with mother nominee. clection for the county
-
|1.D0 NOT want to wimess the settling of tied votes with anotier nominee
 Nominate yourselr or others el s
-heck here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the individual is self nominating, no signature is required).

5. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE
'VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Govemnment in
order to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibitng discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color,
national erigin, refigion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are net required o fumish this information, but are

do so. This informtion will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to against you in any way.

[GENDER

[ETHNICTY

Hispanic or Latin American Indian or Alaska Native Black or African-American Male

e Forms available online at e ai

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM

Complete the form as follows:

i
WWW fS a.us d a OV/ e | e Ct I0NS e ees mvtvmensonm
[ ] | ] [ ] A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Commitiee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C. Willing to serve if elected

.
ITEM 2 Enter the nomines's cumment address.

O r ro | I I a n O I ‘ e ITEM 3 The nominee must check one of the boxes ta indicate a preference regarding the setiing of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A 83B  The nomines must sign and date.

ITEMS BA & 8B The nominator must sign and date. (If the indivicual iz sif nominating, no signature is requirsd.)
TEM S Completing this item is voluntary.
ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2018.

NOTE: AZE Of 1074 {5 UISC 8523 - 35 amenged). The aumarty for qUeSIng the INOMmanhn Iaried on s
frm s 7 Ok Fart 7o meaummun'o(zm {Put L 715.70) The nmatin wl be use 1o cbtab nminess o electn 5 e County 5A Commisze The
ntomati caeced an s o may be dclosed & oer edera, Siate. Localvermnent agencle, Tibal agerces, and vgoveenal enivestht have been
SLEPOTEEG $05553 T 1 OIS0 B SANEE f e for Gaunty
Persomel -8 Froviaing the nomines name, amm sluraurmans amnmmﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂm'ﬂ‘are faven acolcable) iformeton s volntar: t
necessary for processing the form. Fallure to fumish the nomines name. sdvess, resut
75 GEIEANSEGN of RENNY 1o FOMINSIon for 2030 13 7 Couy FEA COmMMITSe.

{fccorutg 1 e Paperwork FRecucion ACtcf 1065, an agency may ol COntuct o spansar, a3 person s nctrequied 1 =spand &, 2 colecton o rmatin uniess
T GFSDI2YS 3 VN OMS COnIral numbe. vaowcmmnummrmmmmmmwmzv The oM fEQUIEd I Gmiete i

[l
collaction Is estmated 1 Sversge fdmm 3 S0UTES,

. ot needed, and compleing i NIy e Colot o f madon. T Brcclans o sparoGae: crriral :Mma.n! prtvacy, et e may be
S000caNE 10 e INOMaoN produed. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov
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How to Nominate

 To hold office as a COC member or alternate, a
person must fulfill each requirement:

e be a producer who owns or operates a farm or
ranch;

 participate or cooperate in any FSA program
provided for by law;

* be a U.S. Citizen;
* be of legal voting age;
* meet the basic eligibility requirements; and

 reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in
which they will be serving. Farm

Service
Agency
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How to Nominate, continued

 Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a
candidate.

« Additionally, organizations representing underserved
(minority and women) farmers or ranchers may
nominate candidates.

 Nomination forms are filed for the county committee
at the office that administers a producer’s farm
records.

Farm
Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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How to Nominate, continued

 To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign
nomination form FSA-669A.

e The form includes a statement that the nominee
agrees to serve If elected.

* This form is avalilable at your FSA county office and
online at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Farm
Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Who can Vote?

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest
In a farm or ranch as either:

> An Individual who meets one or more of the
following:

QlIs eligible to vote in one’s own right
Qls a partner of a general partnership
dIs a member of a joint venture

Farm
Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
A person who meets the requirements in number 1 or number 2, as well as number 3, is eligible to vote in the 2019 county committee elections. 
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Who can Vote? Continued...

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest
In a farm or ranch as either:

» A non-individual who is the authorized
representative of a legal entity, such as:

A corporation, estate, trust, limited
partnership or other business enterprise,
excluding general partnership and joint

ventures

A state, political subdivision of a state or
any state agency. (only the designated farm
representative may cast a vote for the Agency

entity) f

sa.usda.gov


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A person who meets the requirements in number 1 or number 2, as well as number 3, is eligible to vote in the 2019 county committee elections. 
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Who can Vote? Continued...
OR

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and
conducts the farming operations of an entire
farm.

AND

3. Participates or cooperates in an FSA program
that is provided by law. S

Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Presentation Notes
A person who meets the requirements in number 1 or number 2, as well as number 3, is eligible to vote in the 2019 county committee elections. 
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County Committee Elections
2019 Timeline

June 14, 2019 - Nomination period begins.
Request nomination forms from any local
USDA Service Center or obtain online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Aug. 1, 2019 - Last day to file nomination
forms at the local USDA Service Center.

Farm
Service
Agency

fsa.usda.gov



County Committee Elections

2019 Timeline
Nov. 4, 2019 — Ballots mailed to eligible
voters.

Dec. 2, 2019 — Last day to return voted
ballots to the USDA Service Center.

Jan. 1, 2020 - Newly elected county
committee members take office.

Farm
Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Voting

Period runs Nov. 4 — Dec. 2, 2019

Voters cast 1 vote per county office
jurisdiction

Farm
Service
Agency

f

sa.usda.gov
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Where Can | Get More Information?

Visit your local FSA office
or Vvisit:

www.fsa.usda.gov/elections

sa.usda.gov


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photos (left to right).
Farming and ranching is a family business for the Ross family of Arizona. Becki Ross and her family live on a cattle ranch and she currently serves on the Maricopa County FSA Committee. Photo courtesy of Becki Ross.

David Cheney of Lincoln County, Maine, owns and operates Johns River Oysters. He scuba dive harvests his American cocktail oysters year-round. Cheney serves on his local FSA county committee. Photo courtesy of David Cheney.

Debbie Bell has a history of involvement with her local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committee.  She is served her third year of her second term on the Stoddard County FSA County Committee in Missouri. Photo courtesy of Debbie Bell.
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